
 
Fall 2017 

Lisa C. Orman, Publisher 
Dean Bossenbroek, Managing Editor 

VERMONT’S VOICE 
AGRICULTURE                             GOVERNMENT                         NATURAL BEAUTY 

 
Finally, Some Good News About Vermont’s Broadband 
By John Hallick 
 
On August 4th, 2017 Governor Walker allocated $1,500,000 for rural broadband improvement for the entire state.  The 
Public Service Commission (PSC) of Wisconsin awarded the funds to several applicants including TDS for broadband 
improvement in the Town of Vermont.  The Town of Vermont grant accounted for almost 20% of the entire allocation 
for the State of Wisconsin.  That grant was matched by TDS.  These funds combined with the previously awarded 
Federal Communications Commission Alternative Connect America Cost Model (FCC A-CAM) grant completes the 
funding for the Town of Vermont project. 
 
Download speed is the amount of bandwidth 
available to download a file and is expressed in MBps 
which is megabytes per second.  While 
download speed is the most important factor in 
broadband service, upload speed also plays a role in 
the user’s experience.  Upload speed is the rate at 
which one can send information from a computer to 
the web.  Currently the average download speed that 
Vermont residents served by TDS are experiencing is 
1.57 MBps. 
 
The FCC states that 75% of the residents in an area 
of funded improvement must receive a minimum of 25 
MBps download speed and 3MBps upload 
speed.  The residents in that group could receive 
better performance - possibly double that.  The 
balance of the citizens in the funded improvement area should have a minimum speed of 10 MBps download speed and 1 
MBps upload speed.  There could be a very few residents in difficult to serve areas, who receive less that the 10MB 
down and 1 MB up.  All residents, however, should experience a more stable system with better performance.  Upload 
speed of 25MBps will be a vast improvement.  Even if some areas only see an improvement to 10 MBps upload speed, 
that is a marked improvement.  
 
The timeline for the project stated in the proposal to the PSC is two years.  Based on the current state of the local 
broadband infrastructure, that is not a big surprise.  TDS started the upgrade several months ago using the A-CAM 
funding.  Crews have been seen in the area installing orange tubing containing  optics, which is the backbone of the 

system.  One’s home connects to the backbone through either 
additional fiber, or new or existing copper wires.  
 
In the update that was received from TDS in early September, TDS 
stated that some locations may experience the effects of the system 
upgrade before the end of 2017.  Per the funding proposal to the PSC, 
the entire improvement project must be completed by the summer of 
2019. TDS has agreed to attend quarterly meetings.  As information is 
available it will be shared with the town board and published in 
Vermont’s Voice.  If you have any specific questions, you may email 
John Hallick at john.hallick@gmail.com.  
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The Cardinal Hickory Creek Powerline Threat 
By Michael McDermott 

Time is running out and we need to act! Cardinal Hickory Creek will be submitting the application for the proposed high voltage 
transmission lines in 2018. This application will be reviewed by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. 
 
Imagine towers 170 feet tall - four times as high as a barn. 
 
We are currently in the public input phase. The Vermont Citizens Powerline Action Committee (VCPAC) has numerous questions, 
concerns, and comments, but the project’s developers have refused to respond to our requests for open dialogue. 
 
Once Cardinal Hickory’s application is submitted, any formal action such as quoting environmental regulations can only be done by 
“interveners” - technical, highly paid consultants. 
 
The VCPAC has strategized a way for our concerns and comments to have a greater impact, and we need your help. 
 
One of the developers is 
Dairyland Power 
Cooperative. They are 
drafting an 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) to the 
Federal Department of 
Agriculture for a loan 
guarantee.  We can 
protect the Town of 
Vermont by submitting 
our own EIS. They 
must take note of this. 
 
Many of us can 
contribute, and what we 
collectively know and 
feel about the Town of 
Vermont can help keep 
this ugly, harmful scar 
out of Vermont 
Township.  The 
VCPAC will work 
together with the Town of Vermont Board to form your comments into a cohesive document. This submission will reveal why this 
costly line is neither wanted nor needed in our township. 
 
There are two ways you can help. The first is by sending in any information and links to regulations about need, cost, and harm to 
farms, wetlands, floodplains, waterways, animals or plants.  
 
This is the “semi-formal” body of information, and should be tightly edited.  
 
The second way you may help is by sharing your own personal story or concerns about the powerline’s impact. We can then edit 
for length and pull this information together for submission.  It is important for an EIS to address more than issues of wetlands 
and threatened species.  It must also address whether a project benefits the public.  We believe the Cardinal Hickory powerline does 
not benefit the public. 
 
Here are some areas that we will include in the VCPAC EIS: 
 
#1 Need. This is a complex issue but the developers have not shown a need. They have not dealt with the flat growth of electricity.  
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They have not addressed our concerns regarding the optimal way of developing electricity for the future.   
 
#2 Cost.  What happens to our money? All electric customers will pay for this for many years to come. Cardinal Hickory has not 
told us how much it will cost the citizens of Vermont.  If the line is not built, that money could be used more effectively.  How 
would you spend that money? 
 
#3 Damage to the character of the Town of Vermont. The history and values of the town with its beauty, rural character, and vital 
farming would be permanently changed for the worse if the Cardinal Hickory line were built here.  Write to us about how all this 
would be threatened.  If there are zoning protections for farms let us know. 
 
#4 Wetlands. Wetlands include plant and animal habitat.  They are beautiful and critical elements of our town. They would be 
damaged by the Cardinal Hickory line.  We’ve made a start on this one, but need technical writings about how those wetlands 
would be impacted by this development.  
 
This section will also speak to what happens both upstream and downstream of the wetlands, including Black Earth Creek. 
 
#5 Cold water fisheries. The Driftless Area is rich with free running streams that teem with trout.  In Vermont Township we have 
several class 2 streams that would be affected: Vermont, Elvers, Ryan, and Bohn Creeks flow into Black Earth Creek. 
 
Black Earth Creek is a class 1 stream, which would be detrimentally impacted before and after construction. Let us know of 
protective regulations and your experience in our creeks. 
 
#6 Effects on native plants and animals. Our town is rich in native flora, fauna, and migratory species all year long.  How would the 
transmission line affect all this?  Are there plants or animals that are protected by regulations?  What can we say regarding the 
construction of these lines bringing in invasive species?   
 
#7 Property values and eminent domain.  Many people in the township have already been hurt by the mere proposal to put the line 
here. They are not able to sell their property or must reduce the price to below market value.  In many reports property values in 
other areas where similar lines have been built often decline by as much as 30%.  This reduces the tax base and causes other 
problems. 
 
In order to seize your property they must prove the utility is in the public good. We must show that this is definitely not in the 
public good.  We must back this up with reasonable insight and logic. 
 
#8) Farming.  Farming is part of our history.  It is part of the fabric of our lives. Our farmers are threatened.  Several are 
immediately adjacent to the proposed location of the Cardinal Hickory line.  How can we help protect them? 
 
Please use these ideas for your submission to the VCPAC Environmental Impact Statement.  
 
Help make Vermont’s voice heard, and keep the Cardinal Hickory line out of the Town of Vermont.  Together we can put a stop to 
this invasive development. 
 
Send your contributions to Michael McDermott, Chair, Vermont Citizens Powerline Action Committee at info@vermont-citizens-
powerline-action-committee.org or clerk@townofvermont.com.  
 
Take Me Home, Country Road 
By Karen Carlock 
 
Although it doesn’t feel like it right now with the incredibly warm weather, colder temperatures will arrive in just a couple of 
months.  This makes the month of October a great time to talk about roads.  
 
Let’s start off this stimulating topic with a quick overview of road “ownership.”  Township roads are roads that are named – not 
with numbers or letters.  These roads are maintained by the Town of Vermont up until the town boundary line.  Dane County 
roads are designated by letters and are maintained by Dane County Highway and Transportation.  State roads are designated by 
number, and while the State road within Vermont Township (Highway 78) is also maintained by Dane County Highway and 
Transportation, funding is through the State of Wisconsin.  

mailto:info@vermont-citizens-powerline-action-committee.org
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Clarifying ownership is important when it comes to plowing, mowing, tree removal, and clean-up.  For example, if there is a heavy 
rainstorm and there is a tree that has fallen across a road on a County Highway, a phone call should be made to Dane County 
Highway or to the Dane County  
 
Non-Emergency number.  If there is road damage on 
Bakken-Stenli Road, that is a Town road and therefore, a call 
should be made to Jack Schulenberg, the Town of Vermont 
patrolman.  
 
For the safety of residents and Town employees, it is critical 
that Town road rights-of-way and end of road turn-arounds 
are kept clear.  Turn-arounds must be of adequate use for the 
town equipment and emergency vehicles.  A common 
question is how far the town road right-of-way extends off 
the road.  In most cases, the right-of-way that the town must 
maintain is 33 feet on each side of the centerline of the road.   
 
So, with winter right around the corner, now we’ll focus on 
the winter road maintenance that Jack performs.  The 
Town’s goal is to maintain the roads in as good of winter 
driving condition as weather, equipment, and budgets allow.  
And our crew does a fabulous job! When a winter storm 
occurs, plowing of Town roads is completed in the order of priority below:  
 

1. All daily traveled school bus routes 
2. Collector roads 
3. Daily traveled US mail routes 
4. Dead-End roads 
 

In accordance with Wisconsin State Statute (81.15), the Town has three weeks to remove natural snow and ice accumulation.  
Thankfully, Jack and his crew are typically able to complete plowing of all the town roads, including dead-end roads in nine hours. 

Town Tidbits  

It’s 2018 budget time! The public hearing to review the proposed Town of Vermont budget will be held at 6:30 p.m. on 
November 13th, prior to the Town Board meeting. Watch for notices in the Mt. Horeb Mail and News Sickle Arrow.  
 
Welcome letters!  The Town of Vermont board recently started sending a welcome letter to new property owners in the 
township.  The letter contains helpful information for folks as they get settled and an invitation to subscribe to electronic 
notifications containing town related information. 
 
Let’s Get Together!  The Annual Town Event (picnic) was held on Sunday October 15th from 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. This year, 
we tried something new and held the event at Vermont Town Hall.  There was live music, catered refreshments, and great 
conversation.  Thanks to those who stopped by – we’re going to continue to try new ideas until we find one that attracts the 
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Big Bangs Explained.  There have been several questions from residents throughout 2017 regarding loud explosions resulting from 
a substance referred to as Tannerite.  Tannerite is the brand name of a patented substance that is marketed to be used for firearms 
practice.  The substance is relatively stable and an explosion typically does not occur until there is impact from a high-velocity 
projectile.  The use of Tannerite is legal, since the substance is sold as two separate components.  The Town of Vermont does not 
have any ordinances prohibiting its use.  If you plan to use Tannerite, it would be helpful to inform any nearby neighbors of your 
intentions, so that they are aware of what the explosions are.  

 
How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com 
Managing Editor: Dean Bossenbroek 669-1728, dean.bossenbroek@gmail.com 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about 
our town and articles of interest to the residents of our town in order to 
promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding 
of town government, and improve communication among residents. Vermont’s 
Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that encourages and depends on 
citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for 
articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and 
postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official 
voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Keep up to date on town ordinances, meetings and other business at 
http://www.townofvermont.com.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Karen Carlock, 773-682-8599  
Supervisor #1 Scott Moe 767-4738 
Supervisor #2 John Hallick 
Supervisor #3 Todd Culliton, 767-4145 
Supervisor #4 Doug Meier 767-8860 
Town Clerk Chris Christian 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com 
 

Town Treasurer Jenna Schmidt 
Town Patrolman Jack Schulenberg  
437-5490  
Building Inspector Johnson Inspections 
608-444-0372 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Doug Meier, 767-8860 
Vice Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 

 Secretary Diane Anderson 
 Scott Moe 767-4738 
Dean Bossenbroek 669-1728 
Todd Culliton 767-4145 
 
Fire Warden 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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